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Medford Open Space & Recreation Plan 2011 Update 
Public Hearing #1 - April 6th, 2011 

Public Comments 

� “Lost Spaces” – along Mass DOT highway, DCR properties, etc.  Trash impacts 
aesthetics. 

� Habitat – fight against invasives.  Educate people for eradication on private 
properties. There will be a community remediation event on Arbor Day at 
Riverbend Park.  Problems with black swallow wort, waterchestnuts, bittersweet, 
knotweed.  Also issues with Geese at Hickey Park. 

� Improve access to the Mystic River. 
� Water shuttle on the Mystic River 
� Salem Street Burying Ground improvements/restoration 
� Brooks Estate – M-BELT phased improvements.  Master Plan to be completed in 

Spring 2011.  Need funding and a long-term funding plan. 
� Hormel – artifical turf. 
� Street hockey area at Hormel is under-utilized.  Could be re-used or reconfigured. 
� Add conservation restrictions to the mapping in the OSRP 
� Accessibility & access – sidewalk repair, x-walks at Medford square. 

o Add a perimeter path at Hickey Park for full park access 
o Sidewalk widths, cracking – ADA compliance. 

� Add lighting at Condon Shell, along the river. 
� Community Gardens – long waiting lists, high demand.  Potential locations: 

Riverbed, West and East ends of town, Thomas Brooks Park (historically had a 
garden).  Lauriat/Cross Street parcel as a potential location 

� Multi-use trail on DCR’s land, on the extension past Rte 16 along Alewife Brook.
Is the pavement pervious? 

� Operations & maintenance f the improvements at parks.  May require 
public/private agreements for adequate upkeep.  Trash cans at the parks vs. carry 
in/carry out.  Work with sports leagues on upkeep & cleaning, placing of “big 
belly” trash compacting barrels at strategic locations. 

� Environmental Justice outreach.  The City of Everett’s OSRP includes a good 
section.

� Urban forest enhancement 
� Add Environmental Justice census data to the mapping 
� Missing the Brooks School field & play area, and other school properties on the 

Open Space map 
� Inclusion of the arts: Public art in new/renovated public spaces, programming at 

facilities like Condon Shell (which is an under-utilized resource & lacks funding 
and programming), more stakeholders for a park may increase funding 
opportunities.

� “A lit park is like having two parks” – Carr Park has lights, but designed so that 
produces lots of light pollution. 

� Playing fields are in disrepair. 
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� Baseball is under-represented in newer facilities, compared to rectangular field 
sports.

� The real need is for a lit baseball field for nighttime play (an adult-sized field). 
� The high school swimming pool has been empty for 3 years.  Currently the team 

goes to Tufts University.  A pool is multi-generational, a real community 
resource.

� A parking plan to serve open spaces & provide access.   
� Cummings Park is driven to by many users.  Lacks accessible features, and the 

basketball court draws nighttime use. 
� Green space at West Street by the Whole Foods – across the river from the 

ballfields – could be better water access.  Canoe/kayak launch.  Add benches.
Ownership & maintenance responsibility is unclear.  Has erosion issues.

� Baseball/softball fields have been most neglected.  Diamonds stay wet for long 
periods.  Softball has a lit field.  Baseball doesn’t have any full-sized lit fields.
Gillis field is a lit little-league field, and is maintained by the little league – kept 
in good condition. 

� Girls lacrosse (youth) has no home field.  The high school field is always booked, 
so there is limited access – the teams only practice 1 time a week, for 1 hour.  
They must pay for time at the high school fields.  Side field at the high school is 
being fixed.  It serves as a feeder program for high school lacrosse.  There are 
liability issues with proximity to playgrounds & homes. 

� General concern for access to fields for emerging sports 
� Create a walking map – Lawrence Memorial Hospital could be an underwriter, or 

get assistance from Walk Boston.  Signage indicating how close you are to a park.
Medford Health Matters could also be a partner.  Include park opening hours.
Also post online. 
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Medford Open Space & Recreation Plan 2011 Update 
Public Hearing #2 – June 1st, 2011 

Note: Low attendance due to inclement weather (tornado warning) 

The project team presented the work completed so far on the OSRP 2011 update, including data, 
mapping, results from the public on-line survey, and established objectives. 

Public questions and comments: 
� The City should find funding for youth and community programming as well 
� The City should put park facility and programming information on the web so that it is 

available to people – have more ways to get the information out there. 
� Accessibility improvements in the parks have been great 
� In the past there have been programs to get kids (baseball players, Brownies, etc) out to 

the park for a day to clean them up – removing graffiti, picking up trash, etc. 
� What is the publicity plan?  Is the OSRP going to be shared with the community in some 

way, preferably online? 
� Excellent work – you’re right on the money in capturing both the resources we have 

available and the needs of the community.   
� We should look for ways that the Condon Shell could be turned into a year-round facility 

in some way.  Maybe just a small meeting room or mini community center so that it can 
be used for more than 4 months a year.  You could have art classes or talks, or whatever, 
there year-round.

� We really need to celebrate what we have!  It’s amazing how much open space we have, 
and it should really be a selling point to people who want to move here, visit here, open 
businesses here.  People are proud of this, and want to maintain the condition of so much 
of our open space.  If that could be conveyed in the message, it would be a more 
attractive plan.  If you take pride in something & take effort in keeping it that way, then 
we can get the community to rally around it and we can attract more funding. 

� Is LoConte Rink considered a part of this plan? [LoConte is owned by DCR, operated the 
Medford High Athletic Department]. 

� My concern is for the children – the kids in the city and they’re our future.  Investing in 
our facilities & spaces is important.  Right now that’s not happening.  If we give our 
children facilities that they can really enjoy & be crazy about, as they get older they’ll 
appreciate that and talk about it.  And others when they come to visit, they’ll talk about 
how great it is.  I know there are budget cuts, people’s hands are tied, etc, but think about 
the kids.  Private companies can also contribute.  We have Tufts in the area – we should 
reach out to them.  My concern is: we have the parks, kids are playing in them, and they 
can get injured if the facilities/parks are not kept up.  Right now the park is not safe.  We 
have to find a way of at least attempting to maintain it.  Shut a park down if it’s not safe. 

� Have you thought about having an ongoing forum for people to communicate with the 
City about the open space? 

� Maybe Tufts can help with the website stuff – there are all sorts of kids interested in that 
sort of thing. 
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Medford Open Space & Recreation Plan 2011 Update 
Public Hearing #2 – June 1st, 2011 

 
Note: Low attendance due to inclement weather (tornado warning) 
 
The project team presented the work completed so far on the OSRP 2011 update, including data, 
mapping, results from the public on-line survey, and established objectives. 
 
Public questions and comments: 

 The City should find funding for youth and community programming as well 
 The City should put park facility and programming information on the web so that it is 

available to people – have more ways to get the information out there. 
 Accessibility improvements in the parks have been great 
 In the past there have been programs to get kids (baseball players, Brownies, etc) out to 

the park for a day to clean them up – removing graffiti, picking up trash, etc. 
 What is the publicity plan?  Is the OSRP going to be shared with the community in some 

way, preferably online? 
 Excellent work – you’re right on the money in capturing both the resources we have 

available and the needs of the community.   
 We should look for ways that the Condon Shell could be turned into a year-round facility 

in some way.  Maybe just a small meeting room or mini community center so that it can 
be used for more than 4 months a year.  You could have art classes or talks, or whatever, 
there year-round.   

 We really need to celebrate what we have!  It’s amazing how much open space we have, 
and it should really be a selling point to people who want to move here, visit here, open 
businesses here.  People are proud of this, and want to maintain the condition of so much 
of our open space.  If that could be conveyed in the message, it would be a more 
attractive plan.  If you take pride in something & take effort in keeping it that way, then 
we can get the community to rally around it and we can attract more funding. 

 Is LoConte Rink considered a part of this plan? [LoConte is owned by DCR, operated the 
Medford High Athletic Department]. 

 My concern is for the children – the kids in the city and they’re our future.  Investing in 
our facilities & spaces is important.  Right now that’s not happening.  If we give our 
children facilities that they can really enjoy & be crazy about, as they get older they’ll 
appreciate that and talk about it.  And others when they come to visit, they’ll talk about 
how great it is.  I know there are budget cuts, people’s hands are tied, etc, but think about 
the kids.  Private companies can also contribute.  We have Tufts in the area – we should 
reach out to them.  My concern is: we have the parks, kids are playing in them, and they 
can get injured if the facilities/parks are not kept up.  Right now the park is not safe.  We 
have to find a way of at least attempting to maintain it.  Shut a park down if it’s not safe. 

 Have you thought about having an ongoing forum for people to communicate with the 
City about the open space? 

 Maybe Tufts can help with the website stuff – there are all sorts of kids interested in that 
sort of thing. 
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Participate in a Short Public 
Survey to Help Shape the Future of 
Medford’s Open Space!

The City of Medford is developing an update to its Open Space and 
Recreation Plan.  This public survey will help the City identify priori-
ties and outline strategies for achieving those priorities, as well as
serve as a tool for pursuing state and federal monies for park and
open space projects.  The survey only takes about 5 minutes to
complete, and can be completely anonymous.

The results of this survey, along with a draft of the Open Space and
Recreation Plan, will be presented at a City-Wide Public Information
Meeting on June 1st.

The survey will be available from May 4th through May 20th, 2011.

Go to: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QFNQR5S

Or find the link on the City’s website: http://www.medford.org

For more information please contact:
Clodagh Stoker-Long, City of Medfordrr

781-393-2480 | cstokerlong@medford.org
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Survey Participant's Rating of the Overall Quality of 
Recreation Facilities & Spaces in Medford?
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Responses to "If you rarely make use of recreational amenities in 
Medford, what are the reasons?"
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Summary of “Other” Responses:
• Go out of town to walk
• Not dog friendly
• work 60 hours per week/no time
• shear laziness
• not enough to do there
• The rink is the most we use and it is not open enogh.
• Even though I live in Medford I tend to go outside of this city for recreation and fun.
• several playgrounds are too sunny - lack shade trees
• Kids have grown up, but still play baseball at Playstead.
• don’t have kids, so don’t use playgrounds.
• No safe biking routes



R
esponses to the Q

uestion: 
"Please choose the three item

s that you think need the m
ost im

provem
ents in M

edford's Parks"

59
40

102

42
42

49
56

57
40

34

83

0 20 40 60 80
100
120

Playing fields
(including
lighting)

Accessibility:
pathways,curb

cuts etc.

Landscaping &
beautification

Site Equipment
(fencing,signage,

etc)

Environmental
(drainage,

wooded areas)

Public
programming

Playgrounds

Security (sense
of security,

lighting, etc)

Courts (tennis,
basketball, etc)

Parking/Bike
Facilities

Park amenities
(seating,

bubblers, shade
shelter)

Item
 O

ptions Available for Choice

Number of Selections

R
espondent's answ

ers to "Are your recreational needs m
et in M

edford or are you com
pelled to travel to adjacent com

m
unities for recreational activities?"

28

10

18
19

3

5

8

6

12
11

9

7
7

7

1

6

3

1

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Recreation needs
are generally met

in Medford

Travel for dog
parks

Travel for
swimming pools 

Travel for safer,
cleaner, updated,

more varied
playgrounds/parks

Travel for natural
resources not

available in
Medford

Travel for indoor
play areas

Travel for safer
streets for biking

Travel for field
sports

Travel for use of
Minuteman bike
trail or similar

dedicated
bike/walk trails

Travel for
community

programming 

Travel for
walking/hiking,

running, biking &
climbing

Travel for boating &
fishing

Travel for children’s
water play

Travel for longer
ice hockey/ice
skating season

Travel for
skateboard park

Travel for
tennis/tennis
backboard

Travel for sledding

Travel for
basketball 

Response categories

Number of mentions

z

Travel for sw
im

m
ing pools: open tim

es, cost, indoor w
inter pool

Travel for natural resources not available in M
edford:ocean

Travel for indoor play areas:basketball, turf fi eld, tennis
fi

Travel for fi eld sports:
fi

soccer, baseball, T-ball, ultim
ate frisbee, nighttim

e use, better condition of fi elds
fi

Travel for com
m

unity program
m

ing: children, teens/young adults, adult, special com
m

unity events
Travel for w

alking/hiking, running, biking &
 clim

bing:cleanliness, variety
Travel for boating &

 fi shing:
fi

cleanliness, access
Travel for basketball:better condition of courts &

 nets



Surve y Re sp o nd e nts  with Pe o p le  und e r the  Ag e  o f  18 in the ir Surve y Re sp o nd e nts  with Pe o p le  und e r the  Ag e  o f  18 in the ir 
Ho use ho ldHo use ho ld

No People 
Under 18yrs

28%28%

With People 
Under 18yrs

72%72%

Ag e s o f Child re n und e r 18 yrs  Liv ing  in Re sp o nd e nts '  Ho use ho ld s  Ag e s o f Child re n und e r 18 yrs  Liv ing  in Re sp o nd e nts '  Ho use ho ld s  

43.8% 43.8%

36.3%

20.4%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

0-4 yrs 5-9 yrs 10-14 yrs 15-18 yrs

Ag e s o f Child re n in Ho use ho ldAg e s o f Child re n in Ho use ho ld

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

 o
f 

R
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

s
P

e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
R

e
s

p
o

n
s

e
s

(o
f 

th
o

s
e

 w
h

o
 r

e
s

p
o

n
d

e
d

 t
h

a
t 

th
e

ir
 h

o
u

s
e

h
o

ld
 

(o
f 

th
o

s
e

 w
h

o
 r

e
s

p
o

n
d

e
d

 t
h

a
t 

th
e

ir
 h

o
u

s
e

h
o

ld
 

in
c

lu
d

e
d

 p
e

o
p

le
 u

n
d

e
r 

1
8

y
rs

)
in

c
lu

d
e

d
 p

e
o

p
le

 u
n

d
e

r 
1

8
y

rs
)



Ho w Imp o rta nt is  Re cre a tio n to  Yo u a nd  Yo ur Fa mily?Ho w Imp o rta nt is  Re cre a tio n to  Yo u a nd  Yo ur Fa mily?

0%

3%

75%

22%

Very Important

Important

Somewhat Important

Not Important

Respondent 's Frequency of  Visits to Medford Parks Respondent 's Frequency of  Visits to Medford Parks 
(p e rce nta g e  b a se d  o n to ta l numb e r o f re sp o nse s to  the  q ue stio n)(p e rce nta g e  b a se d  o n to ta l numb e r o f re sp o nse s to  the  q ue stio n)

46%

32%

15%

6% 1%

Often (3 or more times/week)

1-2 times/week

1-2 times/month

Occasionally (more than 3
times/year)

Rarely (1 or 2 times/year or less)



H
ow

 R
espondents Typically Travel to M

edford Parks

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

W
alk

B
ike

D
rive

M
ode of Transportation

Percent of Responses per Mode

U
sually

O
ccasionally

N
ever



Facilities U
sed/Activites Pursued by R

espondents

32%
26%

2%

13%

27%

10%

28%

9%
6%

66%

51%

36%

70%

29%

39%

31%

9%

20%

6%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%Basketball
TennisVolleyball

Street Hockey
Baseball
Softball
Soccer

Lacrosse
Football

Playground/Swings

Passive Recreation(reading/relaxing)
Picnics

Walking/JoggingDog Walking

BikingSwimming
BoatingWinter Uses
Fishing

Activities/Facilities

Percent of Total Responses to Question



R
espondent's Selections of the Top Three Item

s that N
eed Im

provem
ent in M

edford's Parks

28.4%

20.1%

46.4%

19.7%
19.2%

24.3%

35.7%

30.8%

17.7%
16.7%

45.4%

24.0%

0% 5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

Playing fields
(including lighting)

A
ccessibility:

pathw
ays,curb

cuts etc.

Landscaping &
beautification

Site Equipm
ent

(fencing,signage,
etc)

Environm
ental

(drainage, w
ooded

areas)

Public program
m

ing
Playgrounds

Security (sense of
security, lighting,

etc)

Courts (tennis,
basketball, etc)

Parking/Bike
Facilities

Park am
enities

(seating, bubblers,
shade shelter)

Public and
com

m
unity art

A
n

s
w

e
r O

p
tio

n
s

A
n

s
w

e
r O

p
tio

n
s

Response PercentResponse Percent





City of Medford Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2011

appendix D
site assessment forms





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX

XX

XX

Summer, Marston, Gourley and College Street, , y g
Barry Playground        y yg

dense residential area

memorial to Lt. Garry E. Barrymemorial to Lt. Garry E. Barry
no spectator seating @ ball fi eld fi

XX

permit parking on streetp p g
HP parking space on street in front of #66 Marston
HP curb cut at ball HP b t t b ll fifi eld on Marstonld M tfifi
maintenance access at Dwyer Circlemaintenance access at Dwyer Circle

XX

XX

XX

XX

X XX Xcourts (indicate #)
2
2 Xtennis

X



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

x lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X

X
X

XX

X
X X

XX

XX

XX
X
X

X
XX

XX

X

X

X

XX

XX

XX
Field used by dog walkersy g
Cracked surface at Basketball court
Shade areas limited to 2 trees within the playp y
area
2 tables one missing table topg p
Water fountain in disrepair

Fabric liner coming up through mulchg p g
High curb around play areag p y
Tennis courts are not accessible
No HC curb cuts at entrance to basketball

ball field lit with cobra-head street lightingfi



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Paths around Basketball court and play area, no paths b/w north and south portions of the parkp y , p p p
Sidewalks outside of park fencesp
Tennis Courts are across the street - no HC access
No ADA access to ada swing structureg

Large shade trees at edge of park & along basketball courts and play area
Shrubs around play area

Improve ADA access park-wide 
Provide trees for shade further in park by seating areas
Refurish tables and replace missing top
Repair cracked Basketball court surface
Top off mulch in play areap p y

Memorial to Lt. Barryy



Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PARK FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible route:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

To all park amenities?

To selected amenities?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

Accessible perimeter path / 
walking trails?

Yes No

Are spectator facilities accessible?

None

None

None
x

x

Total # van parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

HP parking should be improved with signage and 
curb ramps at on-street parking spaces.

Overall accessibility should be improved with
perimeter pathway, spectator facilities and a route 
around the ball fi eld.fi

no ADA access to tennis courts + basketball, site-
wide circulation also lacking









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Thomas Brooks Park 

XX neighbors permitted

XX

X XX Xmedium

fi shermen, walkers/joggers, historical sight-seers, j gg , gfi

X

XX

Residential surrounding the large woodland tract of g g
the Brooks Estate and the adjoining Brooks-Parkhurst j g
Town Forest (Winchester, MA).( , )

Access through the Oak Grove Cemetery, off of g y,
Grove Street.  Rough dirt road passes through theg p g
woodland up to the Shepherd Brooks Manor. p p
Informal parking along the dirt road, some spaces at p g g , p
the Manor.

A boardwalk leads from the access road to a public p
fi shing pier on the pond.  The Shepherd Brooks Manor g p p pfi
and Carriage House offer historical interest.g

XXXX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:
Pathways are informal dirt trails through the 
woods.

XX

No playground at this location.p yg



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 The only vehicular access to the site is through the Oak Grove Cemetery.  Dirt walking trails from the access
road and from points along residential streets in Medford and Winchester connect through the woods.p g g

y g y g

Large areas of natural woodland and wetland, as well as a man-made pond and estate surroundings.  Invasive
removal has been undertaken at the Brooks Estate in the past.p

The Shepherd Brooks Manor and Carriage House were constructed in 1880 for Shepherd Brooks.  He also p g p
created Brooks Pond 1884-1889.  The Brooks Estate was originally about 400 acres.  The remaining protected g y g p
estate is over 50 acres.  The Medford-Brooks Estate Land Trust (M-BELT) is currently pursuing a Master Plan( ) y p g
for the restoration and adaptive reuse of the estate.p

The natural areas included in the Estate are home to birds and wildlife, and are permanently protected., p y p

 - collaboration with M-BELT in the achievement of their Master Plan prioritiesp
 - a survey of the invasive plants on the property and the creation of an eradication plany p p p y p
 - develop strategies for improving access and signage for the sitep g p g g g
 - other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PARK FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible route:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

To all park amenities?

To selected amenities?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

Accessible perimeter path / 
walking trails?

Yes No

Are spectator facilities accessible?

None

x

None

x

None

x

Total # van parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

 The only vehicular access to the site is through the
Oak Grove Cemetery.  Dirt walking trails from the 
access road and from points along residential streets
in Medford and Winchester connect through the 
woods.

Overall the site requires an accessibility master q y
planning effort to be implemented in phases.planning effort to be implemented in phases.informal dirt lot

The boardwalk and dirt walking trails are not uni-
versally accessible.









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX X

XX

XX

XX

XX

X

Residential on Main Street - Surrounded by houses
and apartments

Small lawn area with benches & trash receptacles, sur-
rounding by yew shrubs. No dog permitted.

Route #101 Bus stops on Main Street.p
HP parking space #16 Brooks Park
On-street parking encroaching into park over lawn 
edge.

Main Street and Brooks Park
Brooks Park      



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

x lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:
No designated entry or pathsg y p
Lawn is slightly elevated above surrounding streets
(approximately 1’) - site is not ADA accessible.

No playground at this location

cobra-head fi xture on the back of a street light gfi
projecting into the park



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

No designated entry or paths.
Not ADA accessible.

Several treees at the site have been damaged.g
Shrubs are large and spreadingg p g

- Have all trees evaluated for safety and health.  Remove or prune as necessary.  Replace where required.y p y p q
- Prune large shrubsg
- Install a paved entry path to allow for ADA access into the sitep y p
- Park seems to be used by mostly immediate neighbors (including dog walking).  Consider come improvementsy y g ( g g g) p
for neighborhood use - gathering spot, fencing to protect edges and enhance safety for small children.g g g p , g p g y
- Picnic table
- Other improvements as deemed nessecary  by City ofp y y y fiff  cals and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PARK FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible route:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

To all park amenities?

To selected amenities?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

Accessible perimeter path / 
walking trails?

Yes No

Are spectator facilities accessible?

None

x

None

x

None
x

x

Total # van parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

While an HP parking space exists at #16 Brooks
Park, there is no accessible route or point of ac-
cess into the park at all.  Once inside, there are no
formal routes of circulation that allow access to 
the various site features such as park seating, etc.

Benches and trash receptacles are not accessible









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Carr Park      
Winslow Ave, Fulton Street, Harrison Street, ,

X

X

XX

X

X Xneighbors permitted

Residential and woodland

 Approximately 40 parking spaces including 2 handi-pp y p g p g
cap spaces.  There is a curb cut for ADA access into
the park.

1 full basketball court, 1 tennis court, 2 half-basketball 
courts that are also painted for a street hockey court. 
4 baseball diamonds & multi-use area in the center of 
the 4 baseball fi elds.fi

X
X
X Xtennis
X Xstreet hockey

X

X

X



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

XX

X

XX

XX

X

X X

X

2

4

X

X

X

X
XX
XX

X X
p

concrete

plasticp

- Play equipment in fair condition, some minor aesthetic degradation (fading & wearing of paint)y q p g ( g g p )
- bark mulch has decomposed/compressed to be approximately 1’ lower than necessary for safety & p p pp y y y
accessibility.

XX

X

- fi elds and courts lit for nighttime use.fi
- low spot at the fi rst base of the SW diamondfi
- large cracks in playing court surfacing, pavement has 
collapsed in spots.
- no net or posts at tennis courti

XX XX

see-saw, spring toy, seated digger and tire swing, p g y, gg g

Landscape Structuresa dscape St uctu es

XX

XX

XX

XX

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 - Kenneth G. Ritchie & Elmer F. King III memorialsg

Some worn areas in turf on playing p y g fi elds.  Trees and shrubs in generally good condition.  In play area, trees in g y g p y ,fi
the concrete area have outgrown the existing tree grates.g g g
Exotic invasive species are proliExotic invasive species are prolififi c in the northwest corner of the park along the perimeter pathway.c in the northwest corner of the park along the perimeter pathway.fifi

Asphalt and concrete pathways connecting courts, playground area, and parking area.  Asphalt path circumnavi-p p y g , p yg , p g p p
gates the 4 baseballgates the 4 baseball fifields. elds.fifi

- Replace play equipment in 3-5 years / Rep p y q p y fi ll bark mulch in play areap yfi
- Repair low/wet spots in playingp p p y g fi elds / Repair worn areas in turf playing p p y gfi fi eldsfi
- Remove and/or replace tree grates at play areap g p y
- Repair & repave courts / Replace posts and net at tennis courtp p p p
- Formalize ball fi eld lighting (existing lighting is insufg g ( g g gfi fiff  cient for night play)g p y)fi
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo G Existing Conditions Photo H

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PARK FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible route:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

To all park amenities?

To selected amenities?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

Accessible perimeter path / 
walking trails?

Yes No

Are spectator facilities accessible?

None

None

None

x

Total # van parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

40

2

0

Over time the accessible perimeter path has settled p p
or been impacted by tree roots and should be re-
paired for full access.

Picnic tables, benches and trash receptacles are all
accessible.

Overall the site offers good access to all of the 
various site elements as well as a continuous
perimeter path.

The play equipment is outdated and does not 
offer optimal universal play opportunities.









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

ark

Columbus School, East Albion Street, & Hicks Avenue, ,

X

X

X

Columbus School, Residential & Industrial,

- Parallel parking on road & in adjacent lot with or-p g & j
namental lighting .  2 HP spaces in lot to west of site. 
Accessible, lit loop path at perimeter of park.

Basketball court in good condition, nets degraded.g , g
Fields in good condition.  Lit for nighttime use.  Play-
ingfi eld grass cover has some thin patches.fi

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

X XX Xcourts (indicate #)

X

XX

XX SchoolSchool



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

XX

X

X
X

X
XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

X

- Play areas surfaced entirely with rubber poured-in-place surfacing.y y p p g
- Grade changes are navigated with an extensive ADA ramp system, and are also integrated into the playg g p y , g p y
equipment.q p

Playground pathways lit for safety, playing yg p y y, p y g fi eldsfi
lit for nighttime use.g

X

X
X

XX

XX

   Gametime

  Plastic

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:
Existing plant material generally in good condition, exotic invasives like Japanese Knotweed and Phragmites
are present at the slope to the east of the site.p p

- Patch rubber poured-in-place in playground where worn through.p p p yg g
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi
- Repair playingp p y g fi eld grass cover where needed.gfi

Lit loop path at perimeter of park provides universal accessibility to all site features.p p p p p y
Street edge along East Albion Street is new and well executed providing an attractive park edge that provides 
safety and aesthetic benefi t.fi

Existing “urban wild” area between the upper east parking lot and the fi elds provide an opportunity for fi
outdoor learning about stormwater and vegetation.d l i b d i



Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo D Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo Aggggggggg

Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo F



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PARK FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible route:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

To all park amenities?

To selected amenities?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

Accessible perimeter path / 
walking trails?

Yes No

Are spectator facilities accessible?

None

None

None

Total # van parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

25 16

2 02 0

0

A great example of successfully integrating univer-
sal access seamlessly into the overall park design.









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX XX

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 at East Side of Winthrop Streety y y p
Condon Shell      

Between Mystic River and the Parkway, close toy y,
Medford Square.q

Mystic River Reservation

New renovations - paths, benches, signage, plantings.p , , g g , p g

XX

Off-street dedicated parking lot.  4 accessible p g
van spots with curb cuts.  Accessible connectionsp
throughout the park and to signalled crosswalk acrossg p g
Mystic Valley Parkway.  Crosswalk and curb cut y y y
across Winthrop Street installed as part of recent p p
park improvements, but connection from W side of p p
Winthrop (Veteran’s Memorial Park) is limited.  See p ( )
notes on Veteran’s Memorial Park.

XXXX

XX

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X

XX

X XX

New asphalt and stonedust pathways providep p y p
ADA-compliant access throughout the site,
including to the water’s edge and to signalled g g g
crosswalks across the Parkway to Medford y
Square.q

No lighting except for 
two spotlights on the stage

Two wood structures fi lled with mulch are on site.  No structures of any sort within the mulch boxes (seey (fi
Photo F).  Perhaps intended for future play structures?  If so, accessible connections into these areas will have to ) p p y ,
be provided.p



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Excellent circulation through the park, and connection across the Mystic River Parkway to Medford Square.  A g p , y y q
new crosswalk was also installed from this park across Winthrop Street toward Veteran’s Memorial Park (to the p p (
west).  However, there are no accessible connections from this crosswalk into Veteran’s Memorial Park (see site) , (
assessment sheets for Veteran’s Memorial Park).)

Some new plantings have been installed along the new path networks.  Also mature shade trees and natural
vegetation along the water’s edge.

Park in excellent condition from recent upgrades.  The Condon Shell itself could use repainting, and has some 
graffiff  ti.fi

Nice view to the Winthrop Street bridge, as well as to the lawn and private docks across the river.p g , p
Historical & Natural History interpretive signage has been recently installed.y p g g y

Dogwalking appears popular, but is required to be on-leash.



Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

xOn-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

85

4 van spacesp

* PLUS 18 employee spaces

Accessible path to water’s edge.

No accessible route up onto the stage at the Con-p g
don Shell (see photo below).don Shell (see photo below).









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Cummings Park        g
Cotting Street at Lyman Avenueg y

X

X

X

X

X

X neighbors permitted

X

X

X

Quiet residential area.  Close to the Mystic River.Q y

On-street parallel parking in the neighborhood, no HP p p g g ,
spaces & no curb cut for access.  Closest bus stops arep p
0.3 miles - MBTA routes 96, 101, 80 and 94.  1 bike, ,
rack.

The basketball court is a half-court and has a low 
hoop for smaller kids.oop o s e ds.
No dogs posted.o dogs pos ed.

XXXX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X XXX pathways

X

X X

XXX

X

X

X

X

XX

XX

XX

X
XX

XX
XX

XX
X

X

X

X

XX plastic

Neighbors bring their riding toys to the park and leave them there for general use.  The playground surface isg g g y p g p yg
sand, with rubber poured-in-place safety surfacing in speci, p p y g p fi c locations for access. fi

No lights.

Landscape Forms



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Concrete paths throughout the park create an accessible route through out.p g p g

Lawn, shade trees and some shrubs - in fair condition.,

- Re-grade and reg fi ll sand in the play areas as necessary to reach surface levels of surrounding pathways and p y y g p yfi
rubber poured-in-place access points.p p p
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PARK FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible route:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

To all park amenities?

To selected amenities?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

Accessible perimeter path / 
walking trails?

Yes No

Are spectator facilities accessible?

None

None

None

x

Total # van parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

XX

X

X

XX

N/A

N/A

N/A

No accessible entrance at either Lyman Ave or Cot-
ting Street.  No curb cuts, no marked parking.  Gate 
at Lyman street does not have accessible latch.





CUMMINGS PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

gg      
Corner of Harvard Ave. and Mystic River Roady

X Xhigh

X

X

X

Bordered to the north by single and multi-family y g y
homes and to the south by the Mystic River.y y

No dedicated parking.  Informal parallel parking on p g p p g

Mystic River Road. On-street parking in surround-y p g
ing neighborhood.

X

Basketball court surface starting to wear, tennis
courts and fencing in good condition.  Seating for 
basketball court needs replacement.



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

XX

X

X
X

X

X XX 2-5 age structure X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

XX

X

metal/plasticp

 - New play equipmentp y q p
- Ground surface minimal rubber at grade, dirt/mulch recessed.g ,
- Spray feature within play area.p y p y

No formal pathways to/from or within the park

XX

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 - no sidewalks on either side of Mystic River Road approaching the sitey pp g
- pedestrian crosswalks at Fairp fi eld Street and Harvard Avenuefi
- park edge is worn and unattractive park edge is worn and unattractive

 - Large mature trees

 - Create formal accessible pathways throughout the park.
 - Resurface Basketball court.
 - Replace/add seating throughout.
-Prune existing shade trees
-Other improvements as deemed necessary by City offiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.fi

 - Views to the Mystic River from all areas of the park.y p

Potential location for a community garden in open lawn space.



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

Site furnishings are inadequate to accommodate 
handicapped park users and should be upgraded.

Site furnishings are inadequate to accommodate
handicapped park users and should be upgraded.





DUGGER PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX

Gillis Field (Also called Gillis Park)         ( )
Maple Park Ave, Fulton Street, 93p , ,

X

XX

XX

X

Dense residential.  West side of park borders I-93 N.p

On-street only parking.  One bike rack.y p g
Entry is on a steep grade - not ADA accessible at mainy p g
entrance.  South maintenance entrance has gentler g
grade.g

(1) little-league baseball ( ) g fi eld.fi
North Medford Little League plays on the g p y fi eld,fi
takes responsibility for maintenance, facilities.



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
stonedust

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

 *for nighttime play

X

X

X

XX
X

XX

XX

NO PLAYGROUND AT THIS LOCATION - infrastructure notes pertain to thep fi eld & its amenities only.yfi
Field amenities include: bleachers, dugouts, bull pens, lights, electronic scoreboard.g p g

Park appears very well maintained - maintenance done by Medford Little League volunteers & sponsors.



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

- Kept in excellent condition by volunteers and sponsors.p y p
- Any improvements deemed necessary by City ofy p y y y fiff cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi

- Environmental safety of proximity to major highway?y p y j g y



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo A Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo D



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

ball fi eldfi

once inside the park, features are approachable 
but spectator bleachers do not have HP accomo-
dations.

Entrance is not accessible at all.

Once inside the park, features are approachable 
but spectator bleachers do not have HP accomo-
dations.





GILLIS FIELD





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX

Grant Park      
Boston Avenue



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
stonedust

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

 *for nighttime play



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Circulation should be made accessible through the park.g p

Two monuments including a time capsule are located on the site.

Several large shade trees occupy the top of the slope.

The site is located at a busy intersection of Boston Avenue and is .23 acres in size.  Inaccessible pathways with 
stairs and steep slopes provide limited circulation through this small site.



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

The site is very limited in its passive recreation of-y
ferings, but should be made accessible to all.





GRANT PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi eldsfi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

yg        yg
Second Street, Middlesex Ave., Third Street, and Bradbury Ave., , , y

XX

X

XX

X

X

XX

XX XX

Dense residential

On-street parallel parking only

X
X
X

X
X

1 basketball, 1 basketball/hockey, 1 tennis court.y
2 baseball fi elds, 1 multi-use,fi fi eld area.fi
Large open area extends between baseball and soft-g p
ball, large and numerous cracks on joined tennis/bball, g j
and hockey courts, tennis net and posts missing, base-y , p g,
ball diamonds completely overgrown with grass, large p y g g , g
depressions at plate areas.p p



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
stonedust

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X
X

XX

XX XX

X

X

X X

X

XX
X
X

X

XX
XX
XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

X

X

*lighting on 3 courts
only

- Bark mulch play areas with strip of rubber PIP to access specip y p p fi c play elementsp yfi
- Bark mulch degraded in some areasg
- Picnic tables graffiff  tied with warped benchesfi
- One trash can has been pulled apart.

Landscape Structuresp

Plastic
*trees and shelter



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Sidewalks on all stes, paths connecting play areas and court spaces,, p g p y p ,

Large tree by Harris Park memorial needs pruning of dead branches,g y p g

-Corp. Ray Frank Harris memorial set in corner of park.p y p
-Newer memorial to J. Barry Donavan - tot lot dedicated in memory of in 1995.  Monument has been tipped y y pp
over.

- Weed and replace / input new sand surfacing @ baseball diamondsp p g @
- Repair depressions at baseball diamondsp p
- Top off sand and bark mulch p fi ll around play areasp yfi
- Reset tot lot dedication document. Consider providing more secure settingsp g g
- Resurface tennis courts and adjacent basketball/street hockey courtsj y
- Replace net at tennis courtp
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo A Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo H

Existing Conditions Photo D



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

ball fi elds + fi
bball courts

benches and picnic tables are accessible

Overall the site has very few barriers to com-y
plete universal access.  The addition of HP p
parking spaces at the accessible entrances to the
park on 2nd Street and Bradbury Ave should be 
addressed with Traffiff  c and Parking.fi





HARRIS PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Hastings Heights Park        g g
Laurel, Allston, Vernon, and Mystic Streets, , , y

XXXX

XX

XX

X

Quiet neighborhood - surrounded by 2-story homes.Q g y y
Perched on hilltopp

Only on-street parking available.y p g

(2) small wood benches( )



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
stonedust

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X

No playground at this location.p yg

No paths through the park.  Several entrances with p g p
steps up into the park, but asphalt at entries isp p p , p
completely overgrown.  Atp y g
SE corner and on the N side are “ramp” entries, but p ,
asphalt is bumpy, cracked, and ends about 10’ intop py, ,
the lawn area - no truly accessible entrances.y

* in informal lawn area

*(1) spotlight at NW corner of lot. Safety 
purposes only, attached to utility pole.



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Stone tower designed by E.P. Adams, a Medford engineer, and constructed by Medford residents Byron and g y , g , y y
Rowe.  Built by the Medford Park Commission.  A circular iron staircase provides access to the roof for viewsy p
over Medford, but is currently locked due to vandalism (history according to the , y ( y g Medford Historical Societyf y
Papers, Vol 24p ).  There is no signage to inform of history/purpose of the tower or the site.) g g y p p

- Broken glass in large amounts at top of the hill by tower. Clearly used by neighbors, but broken glass is evi-g g p y y y g , g
dence of unwanted nighttime activity:g y
  - Removal of glassg
  - Improve lighting to increase security, but limit light impact on neighborsp g g y, g p g
- Improve a couple of key access points to provide ADA entry and safe/clear stair entry.p p y p p y y
- Repair stonework: retaining walls and stairs.p g
- Maintain “rustic” and “historic” quality of the park in any improvementsq y p y p
- Consider installation of simple (stone-dust, crushed gravel) path up to tower to minimize foot trafp ( , g ) p p fiff  c impact onpfi
lawn and ledge.g
- Informational signage/plaque on history and purpose of tower/park, and park signg g p q y p p p p g
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi

Site access and approach to the tower is not accessible in any location.pp y



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo A Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo H Existing Conditions Photo I

Existing Conditions Photo D



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

The site is surrounded completely but inaccessiblep y
barriers.

HP parking spaces should be added on the street p g p
with signage and curb ramps.g g p
At least one entrance to the park should be reno-p
vated to include an accessible ramp.p
Circulation within the site should be formalized 
so that all residents may approach and appreci-y pp pp
ate the tower structure and the other benefi tsfi
offered by this passive recreation amenity.y p y









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

y yg        y yg
Fellsway, Brogan, Park Street

XX XX neighbors permittedpermitted

XX

XX

XX

XX
X
X

XX

X

XX

Parallel on-street parking only.p g y
(2) bike racks.

Dense residential, Fellsway on the north side., y

1 basketball court, 1 tennis court, 2 baseball diamonds., ,
Tennis court net in poor condition.p
Wooden benches- wood is falling apart.g p
Some cracks on basketball court.
Bleachers & a port-a-potty at one baseball p p y fi eld.fi



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X

XX

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

XX

X

X

X

XX

XX

X

XX

X`

plasticp

landscape structuresp

-playground designated for 5-12 year olds (according to signage) but high use by younger children as wellp yg g y ( g g g ) g y y g
-no ADA swingsg
-woodchips degraded - low level of p g fi llfi
- wooden bench needs repairp

*not on playground area



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

- patch cracks on basketball courtp
- refill bark mulch at play area or replace with PIP rubberp y pfi
- replace wood in benches throughout or replace benches completelyp g p p y
- replace basketball and tennis netsp
- replace water fountainp
- repair/replace shade structure fabric coveringp p g
- other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi

The site would benefi t from an accessible perimeter path for walking, rolling, and jogging.  This featurep p g, g, j gg gfi
would also offer universal access to all site features.

Mature shade trees at the perimeter of the park should be supplemented with small groupings to further p p pp g p g
enforce the park edge.p g



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo A Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo H

Existing Conditions Photo D



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

ball fi elds and courtsfi

site elements are isolated and not connected byy
an accessible route.

The site is made up of several individualp
isolated elements that include play (with shadep y (
shelter), courts, and ball ), , fi elds.  No curb cut fi
is present to provide universal access into thep p
park from the on-street parking.  HP Parking p p g g
spaces should be added complete with curbp p
ramp and signage at the entrance to the park p g g p
on the corner of Brogan Road and Park Street. g
Aside from the area immediately surrounding y g
the play area, there is no barrier-free circula-p y ,
tion within the park.p









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high di l

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Hillside Memorial Park (also called Capen Street Park)    ( p )
Capen St and Harold Stp

X

X

XX

XX

X

X

X
X

X Xhigh medium low

Dense residential, near the Somerville border.  Near ,
the Mystic River and the Mystic River Parkway.  1y y y
block from Boston Ave and commercial businesses.

4 parallel parking spots on Capen St for park usersp p g p p p
w/ curb ramp but no HP spaces, plus on-street paral-p p , p p
lel parking in the neighborhood.  1 bike rack.  MBTA p g g
Buses 80, 94, 101 on Boston Ave.

there is a splash area with spray features.  Basketballp p y
nets are worn & ripped.pp

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X Xpathways

XX

X

XX

X

XX

X

XX

XX

X

X

X
X
XX

X

X

X

XX

X

X Xvinyl-coated c l
X

X

plasticp

Playground area is sand with speciyg p fi c areas of rubber poured-in-place safety surfacing.  Sand level is low - ap-p p y g pfi
proximately 1 to 1.5’ below surface of surrounding pathways and rubber safety surfacing.p y g p y y g
Three picnic tables, all worn, one broken beyond repair.

No lighting.

Landscape Structures



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

The central corridor of this park is paved with concrete, making circulation easy and accessible.  The park is p p g y p
located between two residential streets, so it is accessible from two sides (Capen St and Stoughton St)., ( p g )

The plant material largely consists of turf and shade trees, which are in fair to good condition.p g y , g

At the center of the Capen St entryway is a monument to the fallen soldiers of World War II who were from thep y y
surrounding community.  Views from the park are of the surrounding houses.g y p g

- Refill sand in play areas to necessary levels, or replace with new safety surfacing materialp y y , p y gfi
- Replace the missing ADA swingp g g
- Inspect splashpad area for functionality.  Repair as necessary.p p p y p y
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi
- Add HP parking at Capen Street entrance. Add HP parking at Capen Street entrance.



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

basketball
court

benches and picnic tables are accessible but in direp
need of repair as they have reached the end of their p y
useful life

Spring animals in play area are within sand area p g p y
and not accessible to all.
HP parking should be created at the Capen Street p g p
entrance.
All other site features have a fl at barrier-free fl
route of access and approach.pp





CAPEN STREET PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

ark
Winthrop Street at Brooks Streetp

X

X

X

Residential area, park is adjacent to a Temple, the road , p j p ,
to Medford High School, and Victory Park.g , y

Parking available at the adjacent Temple Shalom.  g j p
Bus stops nearby on Winthrop Street.p y p

A passive park intended for remembrance and p p
refl ection.  There are no recreational amenities at this fl
site.

XX

XXXX

XX family members, friends, veteransfamily members, friends, veterans



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

No playground at this locationp yg

Pathways: brick, in good conditiony , g
Fencing: metal poles with chain, painted black, ing p p
good condition.g
Lighting: to illuminate memorials at night.g g g

XX

XX

XX



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 Pathways connecting to the sidewalk along Winthrop street and the parking lot at the Temple Shalom.  Busy g g p p g p
stops within 1-2 blocks.p

Ornamental shrubs and evergreen trees young and in good condition - the park was completed in 2007.

 - The park is less than 4 years old at the time of this report, and is in excellent condition.  No maintenance
needs were noted.
 - Any improvements deemed necessary by City ofy p y y y fiff cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi

The park itself is not historic, but the park holds an array of memorials to deceased war veterans, and the dedi-p , p y ,
cation monument states that “This memorial is dedicated to veterans of World War II, the Korean Con, fl ict and fl
the Vietnam Confl ict ...”fl



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo DExisting Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x**

x

x
x

x
x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

At adjacent 
Temple, not of-
fifi cially for the  cially for the fifi
park.

benches are granite blocks with adequate spaceg q p
next to them to accommodate a wheelchair,,
walker or service animal.

Once within the site the ground plane is barrier-g p
free, however, no on-street parking leads visitors , , p g
to park in the parking lot of the Temple.  Parking p p g p g
is unmarked and no HP spaces are designated. p g
Access from the parking lot is available directly p g y
into the park via the brick pathway system.p p y y





MEDFORD HONOR ROLL PARK









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

X

g      
Center of Logan Avenue through to Otis Streetg g

X Xhigh

X

X

X

Quiet residential area , many younger children using Q , y y g g
the parkp

Site extends from Logan Avenue to Otis Street, 
pathways throughout the park, large mature trees, 
play area as well as open green space, picnic tables.

X



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

XX

X

X

X XX

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

Lighting at play area

 - points of poured in place rubber accessible to only one piece of equipment.  Rest of ground surface drops p p p y p q p g p
8-12” to dirt and compacted mulch.p
- play area gate brokenp y g
- ADA swing is the only accessible feature in play areag y p y
- tire swingg
- no play equipment for younger children 2-5 year age range.p y q p y g y g g

X

XX

X

XX



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

- sidewalks on both Logan Ave. and Otis Street.g
- asphalt pathways throughout the park.p p y g p

- Large mature trees

- add additional ADA play featuresp y
- upgrade all site furnishingspg g
- fi ll in play area ground surface with either mulch or poured in place and remove wood edging + fencingp y g p p g g gfi
- Replace sand p
- fence park edges instead of individual play elements to create a more open environment within the parkp g p y p p
- add play equipment for younger children age 2-5 years.p y q p y g g y
- integrate play into earthwork areag p y
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holdersgfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

informal open p fi eldfi

site furnishings are not accessible (benches and 
picnic tables) and require pathways and paved pads
around them.

The perimeter pathway should be upgraded to p p y pg
remove intermittent barriers created by tree rootsy
and aging pavement.  Site features should be up-g g p p
graded and installed on accessible paved pads that g p p
connect to the circulation system.y
Play features should be upgraded to be more inclu-y pg
sive and expand play value to a wider age group.p p y g g p
HP parking spaces should be striped and signed p g p p g
along Logan Avenue and a curb cut added to the g g
sidewalk.





LOGAN PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

MacDonald Park (Mystic River Reservation)         
 Mystic River Reservation, on the Mystic River Parkway (Rte 16) at Rte 28, Commercial Streety , y y ( ) ,

X

Closest residential neighbors are at River’s Edge. g g
Other adjacent properties are commercial.

MBTA bus route #134 adjacent.j
Parking lot at east end of park, by police station.

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X

 No playground at this location.p yg

No lighting.

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

-Connection to west side of Mystic Reservation could be improved.y p
- Condition of paths along Parkway need improvementp g y p
- wooden bridge on eastern side of park is not ADA compliant. wooden bridge on eastern side of park is not ADA compliant.

- some invasives present (ex: Phragmites)
- waterfront edges are overgrown in some areas, in others are open to degredation due to plantcover damage.g g , p g p g

- Patch and/or repave pathwaysp p y
- Consider adding a wildlife viewing platform in the marshy areas on the eastern side of the park - would im-g g p y p
prove educational value of the “wildlife area” and increase visibility into the site, reducing illicit activity.p y , g y
- Consider connecting the E and W sides of the park with a boardwalk/bridge that is further away from theg p g yg p g yg p g y
Mystic Valley Parkway, to maintain park atmosphere & buffer from roadway along entire path.y y y, p p y g p
- Maximize views to the river with selective clearing & re-planting.g p g
- Add signage at ends of pathways directing users to adjacent park resources (such as the Mystic parks acrossg g p y g j p ( y p
the Rte 28 bridge in Somerville, and the River’s Edge park area).g , g p )
- Repair/replace benchesp p
- Prune or remove damaged trees, replace removed trees with a diversity of tree species - consider ang , p y p
“arboretum-like” approach.a bo e u e app oac .
- Make planting & materials improvements to the Mystic Valley Parkway median along the park’s edge, toa e p a g & a e a s p ove e s o e ys c Va ey a way ed a a o g e pa s edge, o
establish a strong corridor and enhance the “parkway” identity. es ab s a s o g co do a d e a ce e pa way de y.
- make accessibility improvements to paths & bridges.a e access b ty p ove e ts to pat s & b dges.
- add educational signage and activity potential add educational signage and activity potential
- repair/replace existing  repair/replace existing fifi shing pier shing pierfifi
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City of Other improvements as deemed necessary by City offififfff  cials and neighborhood stake holders. cials and neighborhood stake holders.fifi

Strong views to the Mystic River.  Some viewsheds are now overgrown.g y g

“wildlife area” on eastern edge of park is unique environmental resource.g p q



Existing Conditions Photo E Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo H - fi shing pierfi

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

25

4

benches are on concrete pads along pathways and 
have space next to them to accommodate wheel-
chairs, walkers and service animals.

The overall site includes many secondary pathsy y
and desire lines worn into the grass, none of whichg
are accessible.  Site features like piers over the p
water and boardwalks have barriers at their thresh-
olds.  The entire park would benep fi t from a circu-fi
lation and access master plan that attends to thep
current defi ciencies and creates universal access tofi
all site features.





MacDONALD PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

g      
Between Pembroke Street, Thatcher St, Cushing St and Magoun Ave, , g g

X Xhigh

X

X

2

X

X Xneighbors permitted

Completely surrounded by quiet residential area, densep y y q ,
suburban

 - No dedicated parking, on-street parking in the p g, p g

neighborhoodg



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

XX

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Lighting at play area, but not at the courts.

plasticp

- Deteriorated painted surfaces on basketball court, cracked in places  p , p
- The mulch in the play area needs rep y fi llinggfi
- All park benches are damagedp g
- All rocking toys are damaged or missingg y g g
- Plentiful shade provided by large decidious treesp y g
- General maintenance and upkeep - broken glass near the play areasp p g p y
- no truly ADA accessible parts of the play areay p p y
- dog waste noted throughout the parkg g p

Electrical lines for lighting are run overhead.g g
These should be put under ground with a new 
cabinet enclosure for metering. bi t l f t i



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 - Connects two streets (Thatcher & Pembroke) in the neighborhood( ) g
 - Path network minimal, but adequate for intended uses & small neighborhood park, q g p

 - Large mature trees create a great sense of place.

 -Playground in need of repair and/or replacement, inclusion of accessible elements for improved ADA compli-
ance.
-Surface of play area needs replacement, accessible surface needs to be installed in at least some areas.
-Resurface & sealcoat basketball courts
-Prune existing shade trees
-Remove invasive vegetation
-Install new park seating/benches and site furnishingsp g g
-Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holdersgfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

basketball courts

all site furnishings require replacement with ad-g q p
equate pavement for full accessq p

In general the site is in poor condition.  Existing 
pathways are degraded and cracked.  Courts and 
lawn areas are in need of refurbishment.  The play 
area is unsafe and complete inaccessible.

A full park renovation is recommended including 
but not limited to: complete perimeter circulation, 
replacement of all play elements and site furnsh-
ings, replacement of court surfacing and appurte-
nances.





MAGOUN PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

McNally Playground        y yg
Webster Street, Ash Street , Water Street

X

XX

X

X

X

X X

dense residential, close proximity to I-93, p y

2 Bike Racks
Parallel parking on-street only

low areas with drainage issues at baseball diamondg



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X

X

X
X

X

X

XX

X

XX

    Plastic

Asphalt pathways are in fair condition, but covered p p y ,
with trash and tree litter.

2 different play areas:p y
South area
play equipment paint failing, rust, sand area needs rep y q p p g fi llingand weeding benches and tables decomposinf, haveg g pfi
been toren apart in the smae places broken bottles, pathway from street covered in leaves and tree litter - no p p p y
evidence of maintenance in years.y
East Play Areay
graffiff ti, paint worn off in places, no nearby seating, no defi fi nition of play spce, proximity to ballfi fi eld.fi



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Sidewalks on North and West perimeters of the park, no internal circulation in main park area, one short seg-p p , p , g
ment of asphalt path at south play area, path from south edge to p p p y , p g fi eld and south play area is overgrown, covered p y g ,fi
in plant litter.p

Trees at perimeter onlyp y
Shrubs by south play areay p y

Patrick W. McNally memorial - rededicated 1989.y

- replace all elements in south play area, remove north play area completely
- redesign circulation 
- clean up trash, broken bottles, broken equipment/features in south play area.
- add security light in south play area, generally increase visibility into the site.
- refurbish turf and infi eld at ballfi fi eld,fi fi ll low areasfi
- prune existing mature trees to improve overall safety and aesthetics of the site
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City offiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.fi
- McNally Rock should be relocated to a more prominent position within the park.



Existing Conditions Photo B - baseball diamond

Existing Conditions Photo D - south play area

Existing Conditions Photo A - baseball diamond

Existing Conditions Photo E - south play area

Existing Conditions Photo G - east play area

Existing Conditions Photo F - south play area

Existing Conditions Photo H - east play area

Existing Conditions Photo C - south play area



n/a

Site is in need of full renovation and refurbishment.  
Perimeter path with internal circulation with an ac-
cessible surface would provide universal access to
the entire site.
HP Parking on the street should be marked and 
include a sign and curb cut at the entrances on both
Water Street and Webster Street.
South play should be removed and consolidated 
into one location to the North of the site with a 
fully accessible structure and swings.  Site furnish-
ings are unsafe and require replacemet.

ball fi eldfi

Existing site furnishings have been vandalized and 
are unsafe.

ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x
x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

g g





McNALLY PLAYGROUND





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Medford High School Fields         g
Winthrop Streetp

X

X

X

XX

X

XX

XX

Residential areas to the south and west.  Middlesex 
Fells conservation lands to the east.

Parking in high school lot.g g
ADA access limited by steep incline.  Accessible y p
improvements are currently under construction

2 lit synthetic turf y fi elds - 1 for soccer & lacrosse, 1 ,fi
for soccer & football.  1 small multi-use natural turf 
fi eld adjacent to synthetic turf fi fi elds, in good condi-fi
tion.  Large natural turf g fi eld SW of syntheticyfi fi eld fi
complex is in poor condition.

school use



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

 - 2 small play areas adjacent to school, but do not appear to be public playground facilities.p y j , pp p p yg



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 - Steep stairways up top y p fi elds.  Around the synthetic turf yfi fi elds are asphalt paths.p pfi

 - Natural turf fi eld in poor condition.fi

 - Height of the synthetic turf g y fi elds provides views over Medford.pfi

 - Repair stairs up top p fi elds (drainage & cracking)( g g)fi

 - Repair large (SW) natural turf p g ( ) fi eldfi
 - Other improvements as deemed necessary by City and school ofp y y y fiff  cials, and neighborhood stake holders., gfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

unknown

4

fi eldsfi

Ongoing construction underway to provide ADA 
access from High School entrance to the fi eld fi
complex.





HIGH SCHOOL FIELDS & POOL





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high di l

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

ff l h picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Middlesex Fells Reservation         
Northern border of Medford.  Extends into Malden, Stoneham, Melrose, Winchester. , , ,

X

X

X

X Xoff-leash area X

XX

X Xhigh medium low X neighbors permitted

Middlesex Fells stretches across 5 municipalities, p ,
but in Medford the adjacent areas are almost entirely j y
residential.  Wrights Pond and the Lawrence Memorial g
Hospital are the two notable exceptions.p p

There are numerous entrances into the Fells, but ,
fewer formal parking areas.  There are four parkingp g p g
areas in Medford.  MBTA orange line and bus #100g
also provide access to some trailheads.p

Boating is permitted on Spot Pond.

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

There is a GameTime “Parcourse FitCenter” at Flynn Rink - an adult y fi tness circuit.  The surfacing around the gfi
course is stonedust.  Paint is worn in areas.

Dirt footpaths are open to walkers/joggers, skiersp p j gg ,
and horses.  Bicyclists are restricted to the larger y g
dirt Fire Roads.



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 A large network of interconnecting dirt trails traverse the entire park.  There are 4 formal parking lots in Med-g g p p g
ford for accessing the trails, and numerous trailheads in different neighborhoods, without parking.  MBTA g , g , p g
orange line and bus #100 also provide access to two trailheads.g p

Largely natural areas - some small areas of lawn at Bellevue Pond and the Flynn Skating Rink.

 - Bellevue Pond entry area picnic table needs repair.y p p
 - Other improvements as deemed necessary by the Department of Conservation and Recreation, City ofp y y p y fiff  cials,fi
and neighborhood stake holders.g

Extensive natural views of woodlands and waterways.y

The Department of Conservation and Recreation is currently conducting a Resource Management Planning
Process for the Middlesex Fells.



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo HExisting Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x
x

x
x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

several dirt lots

unknown

Fitness equipment

This state park is home to several hiking routes on
dirt paths and fi re trails.  There is no known acces-fi
sible route thought the wooded paths and hiking
routes.  Picnic areas are more accessible though visi-
tors will fi nd barriers in the form of tree routes and fi
rocks.





MIDDLESEX FELLS RESERVATION





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX

X

X

X

XX

XX
X

Central Ave., Yeomans, Linwood St,, , ,
Morrison Playground        yg

dense residential

Parallel parking on-street in neighborhoodp g g

3 bike racks at different entrances

Cracking of basketball court pavement, net gone.g p , g
Baseball backstop fence is rusted.p
Baseball diamond has some low spots.p
Port-a-potty by baseball diamond in good condition.p y y g
1 Basketball court, 2 tennis courts, 1 baseball diamond 
used for organized play.g p y



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

plastic

(none at playground)

wooden benches are worn, paint chippedp pp

woodchips degraded - approximately 1’ of loss p g pp y
equipment should be replaced
ballb ll fifi eld needs complete refurbishment with irrigation systemld d l f bi h i h i i ififi

Landscape Structures (roughly 5 years old)p ( g y y )

courts are lit



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Perimeter path is asphalt by playingp p y p y g fi elds/basketball court entrances and stonedust along edge of outg gfi fi eld.fi

Vegetation needs attention and a succession plan to ensure a continuous canopy.

Morrision Park (Benjamin Franklin Morrision) dedication plaque and “In Memory of Bryan Greenleaf 1980-( j ) p q y y
1988” at playgroundp yg

-resurface basketball and tennis courts
-replace basketball and tennis nets + fencingp g
-replace benches and add picnic tablesp p
-replace backstop fencing & p p g fi ll low areas in baseball diamondfi

-repair vehicular barrier at end of outp fi eld, refurbish perimeter path, p pfi
-refi ll (approx. 1’) woodchips in playground area or replace with PIP rubber.( pp ) p p yg pfi
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo G Existing Conditions Photo H Existing Conditions Photo I

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

ball fi eld & courtsfi

benches and tables are in need of replacement p
though they are approachable and accessible ing y pp
their current locations

Site is generally accessible with a path systemg y p y
that provides circulation between all of the p
various site elements.  On street parking should p g
be marked for HP use with curb ramp and sig-p g
nage at the Central Avenue entrance.g





MORRISON PLAYGROUND





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other: running/walkingg g

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:  Winchester/Arlington residentsgXX

y      
Mystic Lake from Winchester border to Dugger Park y gg

X Xhigh

X

XX

X

Residential areas to east Mystic Lakes to westy

Two designated parking areas along Mystic Valleyg p g g y y
Parkway with HP designated parking spaces.

Medford Boat Club, Tufts University Boat House

XX

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

No formal/accesible pathway exists.  Eroded/p y
compacted earth.  River’s edge is eroded at most 
outfall locations. Two asphalt parking area (1) f ll l i T h l ki (1)
new bench at each.new bench at each

X

X

Roadway Lighting

-no playgroundp yg



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

- striking views across the river and of opposite shoreline

Mystic River is a signifi cant, though compromised environmental resource.fi

 - compacted desire line/path from Winchester border to Duggar Park in West Medford. No pedestrian cross-p p gg p
walk at High Streetg

 - Large mature trees, scrub/natural edge along riverbank

- create an accessible pathway from Winchester border to Duggar Parkp y gg
-consideration of community gardens between High Street and Duggar Parky g g gg
-additional seating along trailg g
-develop planting strategy/selective pruning for river/lake’s edge.p p g gy p g g
-restorative planting in cleared areas resultant from dam project.p g p j
-other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

site amenities along aths are accessible, thoughg , g
many site features are inaccessible.y

pathways should be formalized to accommodate all
users.  paved paths and access to the water should 
be universally accessible in multiple locations.





MYSTIC LAKES





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

X Xresidential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
X

X

public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other: X

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Mystic River Reservation- River’s Edge & Tufts Boathouse         
River’s Edge & Tufts Boathouseg

X X XXmedium low XX neighbors permitted

  Condominiums are part of the mixed-use develop-p p
ment of River’s Edge.  Craddock Ave neighborhood is g g
close by, but separated by the train tracks.

Parking in River’s Edge development.  Close tog g p C
Wellington T station, pedestrian/bike access possible
from Wellington.

 Dogs, Boaters, Residentsg , ,



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X

X

No playground at this site.p yg

Pathways are asphalt and decomposed granite.y p p g
All in good condition.  Ample seating.  Trash &
recycling receptacles at entrances.

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 - Bike lane along part of Corporation Way.  Proximity to Wellington T station.g p p y y g

 - New plantings in good condition

 - access to Wellington T could be improved, designated parking at north entrance is somewhat unclear. 
 - improve access for Craddock Avenue residents.
 - consider adding directional signage at Wellington Station.
 - Other improvements as deemed necessary by City offiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.fi

 Views of the Malden River.

 Evidence of diverse bird life, restoration plantings along the Malden River.p g g



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x
x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

site furnishings are new and recently installed g y
onto accessible surfaces.

This new facility includes accessible pathways,y p y ,
parking and site amenities including interpre-p g g p
tive signage.





MYSTIC RIVER RESERVATION - 
RIVER'S EDGE & TUFTS BOATHOUSE





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Mystic River Reservation - Station Landing to Wellington         
 Station Landing to Wellingtong g

X X XXhigh medium low

-Mixed use
- Cars and T access, no walking access to Station, g
Landing. No Neighborhood feel. 

- parking at boat ramp and in Station Landing p g p S g
development.  Wellington T station adjacent to park, 
pedestrian access from Wellington station is through
parking garage at Stations Landing

Public boat ramp and Mystic Wellington Yacht Club

XX

XX

XX

XX

   Boaters

Apts, Condos, Ofp , , fiff  ces, Shops, pfi

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X

X

XX

X

Not well lit in areas near T tracks.  One half (east-(
ern side of the park was recently renovated.  Older p y
areas (western side) have degraded seating & picnic 
tables.

 No playground at this site.p yg

X

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

- Easy access from Station Landing.  Pedestrian access from Wellington T only available through fl yover fl
into Station Landing parking garage.

- Some invasives on banks of the river.

 - East side of park needs renovation- older benches, picnic tables.p , p
 - Boat ramp signage at Fellsway would be helpful.p g g y p
 - Inspect & prune treesp p
 - Remove invasives along river bankg
 - Consider a pedestrian bridge under the Rte 28 bridge to connect McDonald Park to the Station’s Landing area.p g g g
 - Push forward with plans for extending path network around Wellington station and to the River’s Edgep g p g g
development.  Train bridge presents opportunity for community art installation.p g p pp y y
 - Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi

 - Boat ramp and shoreline views across river to Boston skyline.p y
- undeveloped eastern end of path continues up the Malden River, with additional views.

 - views along Mystic Riverg y
- invasives on river bank.



Existing Conditions Photo E Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo H

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

site amenities are in need of repair and replacement 
and to be integrated into the site’s accessible circu-
lation system.

Some pathways consist of compacted dirt surfac-
ing which should be formalized for full access.
Much of the site includes new pathways that lead 
to water views.





MYSTIC RIVER RESERVATION - 
STATION LANDING TO WELLINGTON T STATION





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high di l

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

id i l mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Mystic Riverbend Park and Hormel Stadium        
Access drive off of Riverside Ave and Locust Street.

X Xresidential

X Xhigh medium low X neighbors permittedpermitted

Residential areas to north and east, mixed-use com-,
mercial and industrial to the south and east.

Large parking lots by Hormel Stadium, the middle g p g y ,
school, the center of the park area, and the elementary , p , y
school.  Extensive path network.p

1 soccer/multi-use fi eld, 2 baseball diamonds, a play-, , p yfi
ground, a community garden, a street hockey court, a g y g y
basketball court, a football/multi-use stadium with a
track, and informal fi eld & river-bank landscapes with pfi
trails.trails.

XX

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X
X
X



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX XX

X

XX

X

XX

X

XX

XX

X

X

X Xasphalt

X

X

X

XX

XX
X

X

X

A large rubber poured-in-place playground adjacent to the schools.  2 separate play areas suitable for different g p p p yg j p p y
ages.  Adjacent asphalt play area for games.  Fenced in with gates to parking lot, and opening toward the school.g j p p y g g p g , p g

New fi xtures and pathways all in good condition.fi

walls for explorationp

plasticp



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 Pathways connect all major features of the site, and provide recreational access to the riverfront.  The riverfront y j , p
path extends south of the site to pass under the Mystic Valley Parkway, and on to McDonald Park and the lower p p y y y,
Mystic River.Mystic River.

Turf playing fi elds in generally good condition.  Riverbank vegetation and informal fi fi eld/woodland plantings infi
good condition.  A community garden is located at the center of the park area.  Shade trees planted around the g y g p p
perimeter of the playground.p p yg

- Assess the riverbank vegetation for invasivesg
- Assess potential for extending riverside paths north towards the Riverside Yacht Club and Medford Square.p g p q
- Refurbish/replace interpretive signs along the Mystic River.p p g g y
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi

Mystic River views.  A unique view and proximity to the wind turbine on the site.y q p y

The Mystic River forms the western border of the site.  There are several historical and environmental interpre-y p
tive signs along the Mystic River that have been vandalized and suffered environmental degradation.g g y g



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

this relatively new facility is well appointed with
accessible site furnishings

This relatively new facility includes fully acces-y y y
sible paths connected to the parking lot, passivep p g , p
seating areas, play and the stadium track and fi eld.fi













City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Prescott Park      
At 4th Street and Fellsway, just North of the Wellimgton Circle Shopping Plaza and St Jamesy, j g pp g

XX XX

XX

X Xresidential

X

X Xneighbors permitted

Dense residential, a few shops, nearby mall, Streets, p , y ,
on three sides of park, Private home to the west of the p ,
park.p

On street parking only, bus stop one block away.p g y, p y
sidewalk around three sides, crosswalks and curbcuts,
presentp

Nearby shopping plaza



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
stonedust

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PARK NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

Passive only parky p
No lights other than indirect light from street lighting



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Close to shopping plazapp g p
Right on busy Fellsway

Large shade trees and lawng

John R. Prescott Memorial

- Prune trees
- Consider updating fencing around the memorial.p g g
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo A Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo D



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

this is a modest park with lawn, trees and me-p
morial stone.

Internal circulation on pathways and access to the
memorial statues would improve accessibility and 
use of this site in general.









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high di l

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

y      y
Century Street Extension, Playstead Road from Century St to Madison St y , y y

X

X

X

X

X XXcourts (indicate #)

XX

XX

X
X Xtennis

X

X

X Xhigh medium low X neighbors permittedpermitted

Residential on N and E-S sides.  Railroad tracks lie on
the W side, with more residential beyond.  The Oak , y
Grove Cemetery is a few blocks north.y

Gravel parking lot on N side.  MBTA bus #95 and p g
#326 stop on Playstead Road.  3 bike racks at park.p y p
On-street parking in neighborhoods.  West Medford p g g
commuter rail stop is 0.2 miles south.p

1 full and 1 half basketball courts.  3 tennis courts.
Baseball fi eld with bleachers & batting cage.  A large g g gfi
open rectangular p g fi eld can be confi fi gured for various gfi
uses. A perimeter path would provide meaningful ac-p p p g
cess through out the park.

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

cobra-head fi xtures at court areas and ball fi fi eldfi

all benches should be replaced
shrubs and fencing at play area are in terrible 
shape.shape

XX

X

XX

XX

XX

XX

X

XX

X

XX

XX

X

X

XX

XX

X

X

XX
XX

X

X
X

XX

Rubber mulch has degraded over time.g
Strategic improvements are needed through out the playground to improve access and play value.g p g p yg p p y
Shade structures should be integrated more with the play area, they are an underutilized element.g p y y

Landscape Structures, Inc.

Tire swingg

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 Sidewalk along Playstead Road (on the east side of the park).  No path network on the west side of the park.g y ( p ) p p
The parking area at the tennis courts comprimises the integrity of the entire park edge.  A more formalized treat-p g p g y p g
ment should be considered.ment should be considered.
Highway-grade barriers along the street edge make for an industrial aesthetic that is not serving this open space Highway grade barriers along the street edge make for an industrial aesthetic that is not serving this open space
resource well.

Evergreen buffer (trees & shrubs) between playground and turf fi elds.  Shade trees.fi

- Refi ll mulch in playground area (approximately 1’ needed), or replace with new safety surfacing.fi
- Repairs to basketball full and half courts - new backboards, repair/repave court surface, reconfi gure court lay-fi
out.
- Consider installing a path along the west side of the park to create a walking path loop around the entire park.
Establishing a formal path network will assist with maintaining turf.
- patch field turf where necessary.fi
- Other improvements as deemed necessary by City offiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.fi
- Overhead utility lines should be buried and electrical equipment put in a pad-mounted enclosure.
- Fencing around the monuments should be removed.

Memorial monument to “Bill” Mangouquette, Memorial to Joseph Del Gaudio, and memorial to James “Harry”g q p y
Smith.

The southern tip of the park may be a good location for community garden facilities with parking given the
underutilized nature of this area as well as the access to the street.nder tili ed nat re of this area as ell as the access to the street



Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo D Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo F Existing Conditions Photo G



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PARK FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible route:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

To all park amenities?

To selected amenities?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

Accessible perimeter path / 
walking trails?

Yes No

Are spectator facilities accessible?

None

None

None
x

Total # van parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

informal lots 
have been cre-
ated by illegalated b illegal
parking, not 
accessible.

An accessible perimeter path would provide multi-
generational programming for walking and rolling.

spectator seating should be made accessible,
benches in play area are not accessible, nor are the 
shade shelters or picnic tables.

Access at this site is limited.  Perimeter pathways,y
accessible routes to site features, and HP spectator 
seating at the ballg fi elds should be implemented.fi

Community Gardens offer an opportunity for acces-y pp y
sible parking and planting beds to be installed at thisp g p g
site (in the southern corner). 









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

y        
 Main Street & Royall Streety

X

X XXneighbors permitted

Residential area with some main street businesses 
down the street.

2 access points, but one is locked.p ,
on-street parking available nearby.  MBTA #96 bus 
stop adjacent, no HP parking

Grassy open space with large shade trees.  Space is
related to the Royall House.  Designated as passive
recreation space.

XXXX

X



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

No playground at this site.p yg

Iron fencing with brick walls on 3 sides of park.g p
4th side is vinyl-coated chain-link fence.y
Paths are asphalt & stone dust, in faircondition.
Wood benches degraded.

X

X

X
X

XX

XX
X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Stop for MBTA bus routes #96 and 101 is adjacent to site.

Large shade trees add unique character to the site.

 - replace or refurbish wooden benches
 - other improvements as deemed necessary by City offiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.fi

The historic Royall House is immediately adjacent.  The park is open year-round, the house is open for tours y y j p p y , p
May-October, and is maintained & operated by the Royall House Assocation.  The park contains historicaly , p y y p
markers and monuments: a plaque with a brief history of the Royall House, and the “Mystic Congregationalp q y y , y g g
Church Bell” and an accompanying descriptive plaque.p y g p p q



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo G

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D (Royall House)

Existing Conditions Photo H Existing Conditions Photo I

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

This site has no accessible entrance as Main Street 
includes a stair case and George street entranceg
gates are often closed.  Even when open, uneven g p
pavement creates a barrier to universal access.p
Once inside, circulation is limited and one cannot 
traverse the site easily unless they are fully mobiley y y
and in good walking shoes.  This signig g g fi cant sitefi
should be renovated to provide access and comfort-
able site furnishings for passive use.









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

X

XX

XX

Salem Street and River Street
ound

Surrounded by commercial buildingsy g

Historical value.

XX parking along both Salem and River streetsp g g



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

No playground at this locationp yg



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Many historic headstones.

Pathways through and sidewalks surrounding the cemetery on three sides.y g g y

Large mature shade treesg



Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo C



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

The entrance plaza is accessible and well appoint-p pp
ed with site furnishings for sitting and gathering.g g g g

The entrance plaza provides an accessible gather-p p g
ing place.  The burying ground itself is not acces-g p y g g
sible and completed closed to public access.p p









City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Thomas Brooks Park        
Grove Street between Bussell Road and Tyler Avey

X

Quiet residential.Q

On-street only, on adjacent residential roads.  y, j
Entrance at open grassy area, additional entrances p g y
along the connected path network.

No formal amenities. Low stone wall between fi eld fi
area and street. Dog walking, kids playing baseball.g g p y g

XX

X Xlow X neighbors permitted



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

No playground at this locationp yg

Informal dirt trails.



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

 Informal dirt trails connect to the north end of the openp fi eld area and travel north, connecting to additional , gfi
points along Grove Street.  Parking is on adjacent residential streets - no parking directly next to the park.p g g j p g y p
Within a half-mile of the West Medford commuter rail station.Within a half mile of the West Medford commuter rail station.

Informal open grassy fi eld area, with informal woodland trails adjoining.  Trees on east side of park provide a fi
screen for the train tracks.

 - Create an accessible entrance into the main park/p fi eld area from Grove Street.fi
 - Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi

The “Slave Wall” and an accompanying plaque.  The plaque states that the wall was built in 1765 by Pomp, ap y g p q p q y p,
black slave held by Thomas Brooks, and that the park was part of lands owned by the Brooks family that werey , p p y y
later donated to the City of Medford.  It further notes that the y fi rst African-Americans arrived in Medford as fi
slaves in 1638.

According to a neighbor encountered during the site visit, the park used to be used for a neighborhood garden, 
but it created a rodent problem. p



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo E Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

n/a

This site has immense potential but is currently
under utilized.  An accessible route through 
the woodland and to the informal playing fi eld fi
would provide immense benefi t for all.fi





THOMAS BROOKS PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX

College Avenue between Boston Ave & Frederick Ave. g

X

X

XX

XX

XX

 - No access from SE side (Wellesley or Main Street)( y )
 - Parking lot (~300 spaces) & entrance on College 
Ave WITH NO HP SPACES 
 - “Tufts University Private Property - Use of Fields 
by Permit Only” signs on fence around perimeter.y y g p

 - 2 fenced baseball fi elds (natural turf)( )fi
 - 1 unfenced baseball fi eld (natural turf)( )fi
 - 3 multi-use & football fi elds (natural turf)fi
 - 1 lit, fenced multi-use fi eld (synthetic turf)fi

X

X
X

Tufts University sportsy p

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X
X

No playground at this locationp yg

Synthetic turf Sy fi eld lit for nighttime use.  One natu-g Ofi
ral turf multi-use/football fi eld lit for nighttime use.gfi

XX

X



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Asphalt, stone dust and concrete pathways from main entrance to the different p , p y fi elds.  All infi fi ne/good condition.gfi
Fields abutted (in close proximity) by private residences on north and east sides.  South is bordered by railroad ( p y) y p y
tracks, and west is College Avenue, the parking lot for the, g , p g fi elds & Cousen’s gym, and the main entrance to thegy ,fi
park.p

Large lawn areas with some trees, a few ornamental shrubs.  Planting material appears to be in good condition.  g , g pp g

“Bello Field” dedication plaque, October 30, 2004.p q , ,

- Any improvements or agreements of use as deemed necessary by Tufts University, City ofy p g y y U y, C y fiff  cials and fi
neighborhood stake holders.neighborhood stake holders.



Existing Conditions Photo E

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo F

Existing Conditions Photo B



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
No accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

300

0

multiple sportsp p fi eldsfi

Parking should have designated HP spaces and g g p
an accesible route to the fi elds.  Spectator seatingp gfi
should also include accessible accommodations.





TUFTS ALUMNI FIELDS





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

X XX high XX

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 at West Side of Winthrop Streety y y p
Veteran’s Memorial Park         

Between Mystic River and the Parkwayy y

Mystic River Reservation

Three baseball/softball fi elds with varying degrees of y g gfi
amenities.

Parallel parking on the west side of Winthrop street p g p
along the park appears to be allowed.  There is a sign 
for one designated accessible parallel parking spaceg p p g p
on Winthrop Street, pavement markings extremely p , p g y
faded.  There is no formal or accessible entrance into 
the park, and no sidewalk along the park’s edge at p , g p g
Mystic Valley Parkway.y y y

XXXX

XX

XX

33

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X

XX

X
X
X

X

Snack shack at the middle fi eld (Carmine V.(fi
Santoro Memorial Diamond).

No path system or sidewalks.  Some bleachers atp y
east and west fi elds.fi

No lighting except at
fi eld along Winthrop St.fi

No playground on site.p yg



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

No pathways through the park, and no sidewalk along the Mystic River Parkway.  A new crosswalk acrossp y g p , g y y
Winthrop Street next to the Mystic River was installed as part of the recent Condon Shell improvements, whichp y p p ,
provides potential for creating a continuous pathway along the Mystic River Reservation.  The Veteran’s Memo-p p g p y g y
rial Park is a missing link in that path system.g p y

Natural vegetation along the river’s edge, generally overgrown and separated from the park area by a chain link 
fence (fence in poor condition).

- Remove the chain link fence along the river, selectively clear the vegetation to enhance health of vegetation, 
remove invasives, and improve viewsheds.
- Create a riverside path to continue the Mystic River Reservation experience.  This pathway could tie into path-
ways/paved areas around the diamond backstops and bench areas to reduce the impact of foot and maintenance
vehicle traffiff  c on the site.fi
- Provide a sidewalk along the Mystic River Parkway.g y y
- Provide accessible parking with clear signage, pavement markings, and curb cuts.  Preferably off-street, as p g g g p g y
both the Mystic Valley Parkway and Winthrop Street are busy streets with fast-moving trafy y y p y g fiff  c.fi

Potential for beautiful views down the Mystic River, but currently blocked by overgrown vegetation and chain y , y y g g
link fence.  Several memorial stones/plaques exist throughout the site, dedicating each of the three fi elds.fi

Proximity of the playing fi elds to the river means that care should be taken with anyfi fi eld maintenance such that fi
runoff with silt and/or fertilizers doesn’t enter the river.



Existing Conditions Photo B Existing Conditions Photo CExisting Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo D - eastern fi eldfi Existing Conditions Photo E - middle fi eld,fi
Carmine V. Santoro Little League Diamond

Existing Conditions Photo H Existing Conditions Photo I

Existing Conditions Photo F - Santoro Little
League Field

Existing Conditions Photo G - western fi eld,fi
Barros fi eld.fi



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

1

1 spacep

- No accessible route into the parkp
- The designated parking spot doesn’t truly have g p g p y
a curb cut into the park - the “curb cut” only p y
provides access to the sidewalk along Winthropp g p
Street.
- No accessible pathways within the parkp y p
- The new crosswalk & curb cut from Condon 
Shell across Winthrop Street provides excellent p p
potential for creaing a continuous linked acces-p g
sible route.

No accessible amenities on site.





VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Tufts Park at Curtis/Tufts High School     
Morton Avenue & Main Street

X

X

X

X
X
X

X Xneighbors permitted

Residential with some Main Street businesses, school.  ,
Dogwalking

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

Parking lot at one end with no HP spaces, by baseball
fi eld, loop path around park is accessible.fi

No buffer between parking lot and baseball fi eld.fi
Residents walk their dogs on the athletic fi elds.fi

XX X

X



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

XX

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

XX

XX

X

X

XX

XX

X

X

Lighting on fi elds & playgroundfi

plasticp

 - ADA swing missing   g g
- Accessible rubber poured-in-place paths through play structures, surrounded by sand. p p p g p y , y

Fields wet, Lighting at Fields (for nighttime use) 
and Playgrounds

X

X
X

XX

X XX 2-5 age structure X

X

XX
XX

XX

   Landscape Structures



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

- Bus #101 stop by thep y fi re stationfi
- bike rack at one entrance to the parkp
 - path along street side (from the parking lot to the playground), and from playground to basketball court.  path along street side (from the parking lot to the playground), and from playground to basketball court.

- Place buffer (vehicular barrier, plantings or rail) between parking lot and team bench at baseball fi eld adjacent fi
to the parking lot.
 - detailed pool assessment
 - remove graffiff  ti from the play equipmentfi
- top off the sand around the play equipment & swings, or replace with a new material (such as rubber poured-
in-place)
- replace the missing accessible swing.
-Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofp y y y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holdersgfi



Existing Conditions Photo C - school & basketball

Existing Conditions Photo E - missing accessible swing Existing Conditions Photo F - playground

Existing Conditions Photo A - playing fi eldsfi

Existing Conditions Photo D - shade shelter

Existing Conditions Photo G - pool Existing Conditions Photo H - pool

Existing Conditions Photo B - parking & team bench



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x
x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

20

0

most site amenities are accessible, those that are not 
require replacement due to age.

ball fi eldfi

on-street parking on Medford Street is marked for 
HP with a curb ramp.





TUFTS PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Oblique Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

Victory Park      y
Winthrop St., Woodside Rd., Southwest corner of Middlesex Fells

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX neighbors permittedpermitted

residential, busy road (Winthrop), y ( p)

Dedicated parallel parking on side of Winthrop St., p p g p ,
crosswalk across Winthrop at park entrancep p
bike rack @ entrance and at courts@

Open playingp p y g fi eld space - assorted soccer goals and ap gfi
couple of benchesp



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
stonedust

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

XX

X

X

X
X

XX

X XX

XX

X XX 2-5 age structure X

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

X

XX
XX

XX

*security lighting attached to utility
pole

PIP surfacing, in good condition except for a few g, g p
worn spots (under swings)p ( g )

Seems new, equipment in good condtion, no vandalism or broken parts, Soccer , q p g , p , fi eld is in good condition, ag ,fi
couple low spots to be found , heavy use.p p y

(2) lg rope climbing ( ) g p g
structures, (2) sets of swings, (2) sm play structures



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Stone dust perimeter pathp p
Informal paths going up into woods (near Middlesex Fells)p g g p ( )

Natural plantingsp g
Some tree plantings between soccer p g fi eld and playgroundp ygfi

plaque “Victory Park”p q y

Adjacent to Middlesex Fellsj

General maintenance needed includes; weed stonedust path,; p , fi ll low spots in soccer pfi fi eld, patch PIP under large , p gfi
swings,g , fi lling with gravel at edge of pavement for ADA access pathg g g p pfi
Remove large dead tree that overhangs North side of soccer g g fi eld. NEEDS REMOVAL!fi
Other improvements as deemed necessary by City ofO p y y C y fiff  cials and neighborhood stake holders.gfi



Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Cond Photo G Existing Cond Photo H Existing Cond Photo J

Existing Conditions Photo A Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E

g

Existing Conditions Photo D



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x
x
x

x

x
x

x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

playing fi eldfi

site furnishings are in good condition and are acces-g g
sible

Site complies with ADA requirementsp q
though full site accessibility pathwayg y p y
circulation, parking is marked and signed , p g g
with curb ramps at entrance to park, play p p , p y
is accessible as are all other site features.





VICTORY PARK





City of Medford, Massachusetts
Playground | Park Site Assessment Form

Locus Map

NAME OF PARK/PLAYGROUND:      
LOCATION:

Aerial Photograph

USE
high medium low

CONTEXT
urban suburban rural

residential mixed-use industrial

RESOURCES | PARK AMENITIES
public transportation

community facility

parking

comfort station

wading pool

swimming pool

off-leash area picnic area

skateboarding

sports fi elds (#)fi
soccer
baseball
multi-use

shade shelter

courts (indicate #)
basketball
tennis
street hockey

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES:

PARKING & ACCESS NOTES:

RESOURCES|AMENITIES NOTES:

other:

USER GROUPS
neighbors permitted informal

other:

XX XX

Elm Street
Wright s Pond      g

Residential - dense suburban along Elm Street.  Ong
opposite side of pond is Middlesex Fellspp p

Middlesex Fells

Comfort station with restrooms, snack shack, and , ,
shower/changing facilities.  Entire site focuses on
Wright’s Pond for swimming, fi shing, beach-going.fi

XX

Off-street dedicated parking lot, Medford Resident p g ,
Sticker only.  4 accessible van parking spots at mainy p g p
entry with crosswalk striped across travel lane iny p
parking lot.  ADA accessible within the site from thep g
parking lot.  Steep grade up drive from Elm St is not p g p g p
accessible, and does not have a sidewalk/pedestrian, p
route for those not arriving by vehicle.g y

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX



PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT

2-5 age structure

water elements

shade

5-12 age structure

seating for caregivers

drinking fountain

individual elements:

climbing wall

manufacturer | estimated age of equipment:

swings
ADA
infant
belt
standard

COMPONENTS

slides
2-5 age
5-12 age

material

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

pathways

asphalt
concrete
pavers

material

good
fair
poor

condition

grading | drainage

low | wet areas blocked structures
ADA compliant grates

fencing

chain link
vinyl-coated c.l.
ornamental

material

good
fair
poor

condition

lighting

adequate for security

manufacturer | model:

rocking

swinging

balancing

experimenting

spinning

climbing

training

sliding

pretending

PLAY VALUE

constructive play

motor skills cognitive skills

other unstructured
play:

PLAYGROUND NOTES:

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE NOTES:

X

X
X XX

XX

X X

XX

XX

XX

XX

XX

X

XX

XX

X

X

X

X

XX

XX
Accessible pathway through the site, but nop y g ,
accessible routes into play areas, or onto sandy
beach.

Wooden Climbing Structureg

Plastic

Playgrounds quite old.  One in signiyg q g fi cant need of re-fi fi lling with mulch, as well as the addition of an edge struc-g , gfi
ture to contain the mulch (see Photo C - concrete footings visible)( g )



CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY NOTES:

VIEWSHEDS & HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & CONCERNS NOTES:

RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES & ACTIONS:

PLANT MATERIAL NOTES:

Concrete path system through the park has been recently repaired in spots.  At the western edge of the formal p y g p y p p g
park this path connects to a dirt footpath around the edge of the pond.p p p g p

Formal plantings and natural plantings.  Some installed and cared for by private interest groups.  Generally 
plantings in good health, except for tall stump remaining by play structure along Aquavia road.

- Update play equipment, mulch surfacing, and ADA connections into play areas
- Review possibilities for updating existing path network to ensure ADA compliant grades and surfaces provide
access to all attractions in the park, especially: the two playground areas and the sandy beach.
- Look at the feasibility of installing a crosswalk with a pedestrian-activated traffiff  c signal for crossing Elm fi
Street.  Elm street has fast-moving trafg fiff  c travelling around corners approaching the entrance to Wright’s Pond. g pp g gfi
There is no crosswalk to reach the entrance to Wright’s Pond from the dense residential neighborhood across g g
Elm Street (see Photo F).( )

148 acres of park, surrounded by Middlesex Fells.p , y

Signage indicates that water quality is monitored during the swimming season for bacteria levels



Existing Conditions Photo B

Existing Conditions Photo D

Existing Conditions Photo A

Existing Conditions Photo C

Existing Conditions Photo FExisting Conditions Photo E



ACCESSIBILITY

PARKING

PLAY/RECREATION FACILITIES

ACCESSIBILITY NOTES

RELATED SKETCH/PHOTO

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

On-street parking

Lot parking

Accessible swing

Accessible play structure:
Full access (wheelchair)

Partial access
Accessible structure

Accessible pathways:

Note accessibility of any other site amenities:
(benches, tables, picnic areas, etc)

Any other sports/recreation 
facility or fi eld on site?fi

To all elements?

If yes, is it accessible?

Specify facility:

To some elements?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lot

No

No

No

No

No

On-
Street

Accessible parking

On-street parking is permit only

Total # parking spaces:

Total # accessible parking spaces:
(designated spot & curb cut)  

79

4 van spacesp

* PLUS 18 employee spaces

Lot parking is by Medford Resident Permit only.

Comfort station is all accessible.

Asphalt “speed bump” (likely to prevent stormwa-
ter sheeting through the beach) prevents accessible
access to the beach area - see photo below.

Beach is not fully accessible - see photoy p

No accessible picnic tables, though several stan-p , g
dard benches and tables are adjacent to acces-
sible pathways.
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City of Medford Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2011

Appendix E.  ADA Policies

Section 504/Americans with Disabilities 
Act Compliance
The City of Medford has done extensive work 
to meet its obligations under Section 504 and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act.  In 1994, the 
city’s consultants performed an accessibility 
audit of all municipal buildings, schools, parking 
lots, and parks.  The August 1994 report, by the 
compliance consultant Katherine McGuinness 
and Associates, Inc., documenting this 
work contains an accessibility program for 
each of these categories.  Park audits and 
accessibility program summary were included 
in the Appendices of the 2001 Open Space 
and Recreation Plan.  The audits of the parks 
and open space have been updated and 
are included in the sites assessment forms in 
Appendix D.

As noted in the Open Space Plan, the city 
has made steady progress in making its 
open space system accessible, substituting 
conforming playground equipment and 
providing accessible paths as each park is 
rehabilitated.  This work will continue with the 
rehabs called for in the Five Year Action Plan.

Part I: Administrative Requirements

  1.  Designation of the 504 Coordinator

The city has designated Diane McLeod, 
Director of Human Diversity, as 504 Coordinator.

  2.  Grievance Procedures

Medford has an established grievance 
procedure for handling complaints on the 
basis of disability.  The Grievance Procedure 
is attached.

  3.  Public Notifi cation Requirements

Medford’s ADA/504 Self Evaluation and 
Trans i t ion Plan was formal ly not iced 
in December 1994.  In addition, the 504 
Coordinator transmits a memorandum to all 
Department Heads of city government each 
year, reaffi rming the City’s policies relative 
to the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
requesting that they be posted for notice by 
all staff.

  4.  Participation

Medford’s Evaluation of Program Accessibility 
and Transition Plan for schools, public buildings, 
parking facilities, and parks was completed in 

1994 with the participation of a number of 
persons with disabilities.

Part II: Program Accessibility

Medford has surveyed all parks as noted 
above and is making steady progress i making 
improvements identifi ed in the accessibility 
audit.  In 1994 the City conducted a complete 
compliance audit of all public buildings, 
schools, parking facilities and parks.  Between 
1994 and 2001, Medford rehabilitated the 
following parks.  In each case, playground 
equipment was replaced with equipment 
meeting ADA Accessibility Guidelines, and 
accessible paths were provided to all new 
elements.  The process of compliance 
continued with the park rehabs identifi ed in 
the Five-Year Action Plan of the 2001 Open 
Space Plan Update, with Barry Playground 
and Magoun Park to receive improvements 
this year.  Accessibility improvements 1994-
2001:

  •  Cummings Playground

  •  Harris Playground

  •  Hillside Park (Capen Street)

  •  Tufts Park

  •  Tufts Pool Bathhouse

Accessibility Improvements 2001-2011:

  •  Barry Park

  •  Victory Park

  •  Columbus Park

  •  Dugger Park

  •  Hickey Park

  •  Playstead Park

  •  Morrison Park

  •  Riverbend Park

  •  The track at Hormel Stadium

  •  Highschool athletic fi elds

  •  Condon Shell park



Part III: Employment Practices

The 1994 ADA Review included a complete 
review of the City’s employment practices. 
Medford’s employment policies and practices 
are in compliance with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act and the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission’s ADA regulations.



City of Medford
A.D.A. Grievance Procedure

This Grievance Procedure is established to meet the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  It may be used by anyone who wishes to 
fi le a complaint alleging discrimination on the basis of disability in employment fi
practices and policies, or the provision of services, activities, programs or benefi tsfi
by the City of Medford.

This grievance policy does not supplant any provision of an existing collective 
bargaining agreement with a City of Medford employee representation 
group.  Any grievance processed (or in process) under the terms of a collective
bargaining agreement may not be submitted through this ADA Grievance
Procedure.

The complaint should be in writing and contain information about the alleged 
discrimination such as name, address, phone number of complainant and 
location, date, and description of the problem.  Alternative means of fi lingfi
complaints, such as personal interviews or a tape recording of the complaint, will
be made available for persons with disabilities upon request.

This complaint should be submitted by the grievant, and/or his/her designee, 
as soon as possible but no later than sixty (60) calendar days after the alleged
violation to:

Diane McLeod
ADA Coordinator
City of Medford

Offi ce of Human Diversity & Compliancefi
City Hall, Room 214
Medford, MA 02155

(781) 393-2501

Within fi fteen (15) calendar days  after receipt of the complaint, the ADA fi
Coordinator will meet with the complainant to discuss the complaint and
possible resolutions.  Within fifteen (15) calendar days after the meeting, the fi
ADA Coordinator will respond in writing and, where appropriate, in a format 
accessible to the complainant, such as large print, Braille or audio tape.  The 
response will explain the position of the City of Medford and offer options for 
substantive resolution of the complaint.

If the response by the ADA Coordinator does not satisfactorily resolve the issue, 
the complainant, and/or his/her designee, may appeal the decision of the ADA 
Coordinator within fi fteen (15) calendar days after receipt of the response to thefi
Mayor, or his/her designee.



Within fi fteen (15) calendar days after receipt of the appeal, the Mayor, or his/fi
her designee, will meet with the complainant to discuss the complaint and
possible resolutions.

Within fi fteen (15) calendar days after the meeting the Mayor, or his/her fi
designee, will respond in writing and, where appropriate, in a format accessible
to the complainant, with a fi nal resolution of the complaint.fi

All written complaints received by the ADA Coordinator, appeals to the Mayor,
or his/her designee, and responses from the ADA Coordinator and Mayor, or his/
her designee, will be kept by the City of Medford for at least three (3) years.



City of Medford Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2011

appendix F
comment letters





















 

 

From: Mike Nestor 
Sent: Sat 6/16/2012 7:25 AM 
To: clong@medford.org 
Subject: Few comments 

Hi Clodagh, 

  Hope things are well  

  The City of Medford needs to invest in a complete renovation of a High School regulation size 
Baseball Field & Softball Field. The last renovation to a baseball field was Playstead Park 20 
years ago.  Softball the last one was Columbus Park which is still in good shape but with St 
Clements HS using that MHS uses Tufts Park Diamonds which are in pretty rough shape (poor 
infield mix, Lighting for fields is older than me)..  Medford compared to other city & towns 
connected to us have the worst two HS fields (baseball & softball). A lit baseball field for a full 
size diamond should be a priority, along with complete renovation of the playing surface itself.  

  Another large issue is field lighting at Memorial Park & Tufts Park. The lights are on wooden 
poles, the lights are outdated and are too low.  It would also help if the light controls were 
updated. Far too often the lights have to be left on during rain at night and when games are 
canceled they remain on.  If they were like the Field of Dreams (HS FIELDS) It would be able to 
turn on with a computer or phone call to off-site control center.   

Last but not least, renovation of Basketball courts & Tennis Courts on a regular schedule every 
few years. 

 If you need anything or have any questions about Parks I’m here to help 

  

Mike Nestor 

Foreman 

City of Medford 

Park Department 

Office: 781-393-2118 

 





 

 

 

 

June 5, 2012 

 

 

Clodagh Stoker-Long 

Office of Community Development 

Room 308, City Hall 

85 George P. Hassett Drive 

Medford, MA 02155 

 

 

Dear Ms. Stoker-Long: 

 

Thank you for submitting “City of Medford Open Space and Recreation Plan Update 2011” to the 

Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) for review. 

 

The Division of Conservation Services (DCS) requires that all open space plans must be submitted to 

the regional planning agency for review.  This review is advisory and only DCS has the power to 

approve a municipal open space plan.  While DCS reviews open space plans for compliance with 

their guidelines, MAPC reviews these plans for their attention to regional issues generally and more 

specifically for consistency with MetroFuture, the regional policy plan for the Boston metropolitan 

area.    

 

The following are MAPC’s recommendations for amendments to the Medford Open Space and 

Recreation Plan: 

 

Regional Initiatives:  The plan generally does a very good job of setting the regional context but with 

two notable omissions.   The plan fails to mention two major regional efforts: The Lower Mystic River 

Corridor Strategy Project and the Walking Routes to the River project.  Medford was an active 

participant in both of these projects and these two regional initiatives should be reflected in the final 

plan.  The Lower Mystic River project brought together the cities of Boston, Chelsea, Everett, Malden, 

Medford and Somerville and was completed in 2009 with the release of a report titled “The Lower 

Mystic River Corridor Strategy: Working Together to Achieve the Full Potential of the Lower Mystic”.  

The Walking Routes to the Lower Mystic River project is more recent.  Since 2010 MAPC has been 

working on a project to help communities identify potential walking routes that would connect 

neighborhoods with the lower Mystic River and its tributaries.  Medford participated in a September 

2011 workshop that resulted in the identification of five potential routes in Medford. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

Community Preservation Act:  Adoption of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) is a key strategy 

recommended by MetroFuture.  The CPA is mentioned in the plan as a potential funding source but 

Medford has not adopted it. We strongly urge the City to consider adoption of the CPA.  

You are undoubtedly aware of the fact that state matching funds for CPA communities have declined 

precipitously in recent years.  We encourage you to support An Act to Sustain Community 

Preservation (HB765/SB 1841), the CPA reform bill that has been filed in the Legislature by Senator 

Cynthia Creem (D-Newton) and Representative Stephen Kulik (D-Worthington).   

 

Medford’s Open Space and Recreation Plan is very thorough and it should serve the city well as it 

continues its efforts to preserve open space and provide for the recreational needs of its residents. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this plan.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

 

Marc D. Draisen 

Executive Director 

 

 

cc: Melissa Cryan, Division of Conservation Services 

 Lauren DiLorenzo, MAPC Representative, City of Medford 

  

 

 












































	03_Medford OSRP_Appendices B-C_2xSided.pdf
	Medford OSRP_Appendix D_2xSided
	05_Medford OSRP_Appendices E-F_2xSided



